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     Press release: Commemorating Turkish Military Attaché Col. Atilla Altikat, assassinated by Armenian Terrorists on 27 August 1982 

 

You are kindly invited to the commemoration ceremony for public servants and diplomats in foreign service who were slain while 
serving their countries. The ceremony will also honor all slain Turkish diplomats, including Colonel Atilla ALTIKAT, Defense 
Attaché of the Turkish Embassy who was shot dead in Ottawa by Armenian terrorists (JCAG, an Armenian terrorist organization 
claimed the responsibility of the attack) while he was on his way to work on August 27th, 1982.  
 
The ceremony, which will mark the third anniversary of the inauguration of the Fallen Diplomats Memorial and 33rd anniversary of 
Colonel Altikat’s assassination by Armenian terrorists at the very same spot, will be held at the Monument of Fallen Diplomats 
(corner of Sir John A. Macdonald Parkway and Island Park Drive) on Thursday, August 27th, 2015 from 14.00-15.00 hours. 
 
Colonel ALTIKAT was the first and only fatality of a foreign diplomat on Canadian soil, and the perpetrators of the crime are 
still at large and yet to be brought to justice. In fact, this terrorist attack was the second assault on Turkish diplomatic personnel in 
Ottawa by Armenian gunmen in three years: in April 1982, the embassy's commercial counselor – Kani Güngör – was shot and 
critically injured in a parking garage. The same ASALA quickly took credit for the attack, which left the attaché paralyzed (the first 
terrorist attack against foreign diplomats in Canada). 
 
Also on March 12, 1985, three heavily-armed members of the Armenian Revolutionary Army (ASALA) attacked on the Turkish 
Embassy aiming at to kill the ambassador Coskun Kirca.  During the attack, killing a Canadian security guard Mr. Claude 
Brunelle (a 31-year-old student from the University of Ottawa), terrorists took hostage of 13 people including Ambassador’s wife, 
children and the Embassy staff. Ambassador Coşkun Kırca escaped a certain death by jumping out of the second floor window. 
Ottawa police Const. Michel Prud'Homme, the first officer to respond to the embassy siege, earned the Medal of Bravery for 
saving the life of the then-Turkish ambassador, Coskun Kirca.  Claude Brunelle was awarded the Star of Courage for delaying the 
assailants long enough to allow the Turkish Ambassador to escape. Rafi Titizian, Marachelian and Noubarian who perpetrated the 
attack were all released from Canadian prisons in 2010 and deported to Armenia, just to be welcomed as national heros in 
Armenia. A coat of arms of the Armenian Republic that was hand-made by one of these terrorists is being exhibited proudly at the 
Sardarabad Ethnographic Museum in Armenia, since 2001. 
 
Armenian terrorist organizations ASALA and JCAG carried out many other attacks on Turkish targets, particularly diplomats, 
occurred in other countries between 1973 and 1993, which are directly responsible for the following heinous acts 
(killings/wounding, threatening the lives of innocent people, and property destruction totaling several hundred million dollars in 
damage in US/Europe/ME/Australia): they committed approximately 239 acts of terrorism (including 35 bomb/death threats, 160 
property destructions), which killed at least 70 (including 31 Turkish diplomats) and wounded 524 (including 28 Turkish diplomats) 
innocent people; took 105 hostages, executing 12, one of whom was an American; carried out at least 160 bombing campaigns 
being accounted for the vast majority of deaths and wounding, as they were generally committed in crowded public areas such as 
airports, city squares and shopping malls. The UN Plaza bombing, for example, occurred as over 200 people at the nearby B'nai 
B'rith building had just finished a conference and were about to exit into the Plaza area.  
 
It is a shame that so far no Armenian civic organization, church or State official, in Canada, Armenia or elsewhere, has condemned 
any of these terrorist crimes against innocent civilians. It is no doubt that these attacks do not comply with the values we adopt in 
Canada as our national tolerance and coexistence of our rich and diverse ethnic cultural groups. These terrorist attacks are no 
different than the terrorist attack that targeted peace in our country Canada, in October 2014, or attacks of ISIS in Iraq/Syria and 
PKK in Turkey. Regardless of the motivations and names of perpetrators, they are the common menace for all humanity, and we 
all need to unite against this common threat.  
 
FCTA, on behalf of the Canadians of Turkish origin, remembers/condemns all these covert terrorist attacks against civilians in 
Canada and elsewhere. We strongly denounce terrorism in all its forms which can have no ethnicity, no religion, no country, no 
moral limitation and no respect for any value. We support open dialog and free discussions to resolve historical issues between 
ethnic communities, urging politicians to respect mandate of UN Institutions and abiding International laws, asking them not to 
extend unconditional political support for one ethnic group interest against other that might harm the peace and harmony of 
Canadian multicultural mosaic, as well as encouraging aggressiveness and discouraging free discussions that ultimately will 
threaten the freedom of expression for all of us. 
 
Regards. 
 
The Federation of Canadian Turkish Associations (FCTA)  
Turkic Assembly of Canada (TAC) 

August 26, 2015 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Secret_Army_for_the_Liberation_of_Armenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attach%C3%A9

